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No matter how visually appealing or content-packed a Web site may be, if it&#39;s not adaptable to

a variety of situations and reaching the widest possible audience, it isn&#39;t really succeeding. In

Bulletproof Web Desing, author and Web designer extraordinaire, Dan Cederholm outlines

standards-based strategies for building designs that provide flexibility, readability, and user

control--key components of every sucessful site. Each chapter starts out with an example of an

unbulletproof site one that employs a traditional HTML-based approach which Dan then

deconstructs, pointing out its limitations. He then gives the site a make-over using XHTML and

Cascading Style Sheets (CSS), so you can see how to replace bloated code with lean markup and

CSS for fast-loading sites that are accessible to all users. Finally, he covers several popular fluid

and elastic-width layout techniques and pieces together all of the page components discussed in

prior chapters into a single-page template.
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Bulletproof Web Design does an incredible job of teaching, step-by-step, how to make your website

`Bulletproof.' The author introduced the book by defining what it means to have a bulletproof

website. He used the example of a police officer wearing a bulletproof vest. No, it is not 100%

protection against a bullet - but it decreases the chances and is extra protection. When applied to a

website, this means that your website can handle the `bullets' being thrown at it. These are things

like text resizing, use of assistive devices, no CSS, no images, and a few other examples.The thing



I liked most about this book is that it wasn't preaching web standards - It was simply walking you

through each chapter - with each chapter building on the last - and showing you techniques that

WORK. The book itself does an incredible job of keeping your attention through the use of images,

highlighting, and full code listing. For those who can't quite grasp CSS (especially positioning and

the like), this book is extremely helpful through its thorough explanations and visuals. Screenshots

are provided each step of the way to let you see your progress.Each chapter introduces you to new

ways of handling things like text display, link display, navigation, list elements, layouts, floating,

positioning, and a few others. Each chapter first take an example of a website (or aspect of a

website) that is NOT bulletproof, then re-constructs that example with semantic XHTML and CSS to

show you the results. The last chapter of the book brings it all together and shows you how it could

be used in a production environment, with each piece of the puzzle being put together.
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